
           

 

                         MAY NEWSLETTER   
 

                                                           APRIL REVIEW 

 

                                          Eight-month winter finally comes to an end. 

Finally, the weather gods have given us a chance to get our mowers out on the course and maintain our playing surfaces. We 

saw a relentless period of rainfall from the 1st of March through to mid-April of 12 inches, where our average we would 

normally only be 3 inches.  Some of our soft, wet damaged hollows are now beginning to dry out and firm up and good seeing 

are buggies users back on the course. The rise in temperatures in the second half of the month released the hand brake on 

mother nature and brought a welcomed growth spike which helped aid the recovery we so badly needed. As the course began 

to dry out we were able to commence with regular mowing of the surfaces which are nearly all now back to their very best. 

 

 

The Growth Degree Days (GDD) total for April came in at 99.5 which represents not a bad growing month however as more 
detailed analysis below will show it was a topsy-turvy one from this perspective. 

In isolation April provided nearly double the amount of growth we had in January, February and March combined and 5 times 
the growth of March alone, illustrating just what a very poor month March 2018 was. 



 

Cumulatively for the year, 2018 is unsurprisingly classified as an under-performer, GDD-wise, with a running total till the end of 
April of 156.5. It does indeed share a good deal of similarities with the other SSW-affected years of 2010 (159.5), 2013 (119) 
and 2016 (137.5) in having a low spring total. 

In comparison with last year, 2018 y.t.d has recorded nearly 50% less Growth Degree Days for the first four months. 

Tasks carried out this month include: - 

 We have now been able to and brush the greens to lift the lateral growth which will help aid in producing a true and 

even putting surface. 

 The drier weather at the end of the month provided us with the opportunity to solid tine and pencil tine and dress the 

greens, this again has helped in produce a true and even putting surface. 

 Root developing agents have been applied to the greens helping to aid deeper rooting. 

 Wetting agents have been applied to the greens helping to aid even water movement throughout the root zone. 

 Sprayed 4th,5th,7th,9th,10th,11th12th,13th and 15th Fairways with a selective weed killer 

 

 I would also like to thank our members for their support and understanding throughout this very difficult and frustrating period. 

Statistics  



Rainfall for April 2018 = 128mm (5.1 inch)       

Average rainfall April 2018 = 65mm (2.20 inches)   

Rainfall for April 2017 = 15.5mm (0.62 inches)     

MAY WORKS 

GREENS 
 
 

Will be mown at 5.00/4.75 throughout the month. Hollow Quadra tine and dress the 
greens on Monday 14th and 15th of May to maintain healthy thatch levels. Monthly 
applications of wetting agents. Extra rolling to maintain green speed. 

TEES / APRONS 
 

Will be mown two weekly at 11mm.  

FAIRWAYS 
 
 

Will be mown two / three times weekly at 15mm.  

SEMI ROUGH & 
SURROUNDS.  
PRIMARY ROUGH 
 

Will be mown two times weekly at 32 mm.  
Will be mown weekly.  

BUNKERS 
 

Bunkers will be maintained daily; this will be either fully or spot raking. 
 

OTHER WORK Throughout the next month we will continue to focus our efforts on aeration and top 
dressing of the Greens. Cutting grass and  also course presentation.  

OTHER INFO DO YOUR BIT – Help minimise the wear and tear by avoiding taking your trolleys over 
the blue lines and between the greens and the bunkers! 
PLEASE – REPAIR ALL PITCH MARKS. ‘A pitch mark left unrepaired for 10 minutes 
or longer takes 15 days to recover, whereas a pitch mark repaired within 5 minutes 
recovers completely within 24 hours.’  
Golf course information line 01823 421142 
 

As always, should you have any further questions, please contact me at jeff@tauntongolf.co.uk 
 
Kind regards 
Jeff Mills 
COURSE MANAGER 

 


